
Pupils should be given opportunities to
develop their oral skills through:

1. seeing and hearing different people talking, 
including people with different dialects

2. experiencing and responding to a variety of 
stimuli and ideas: audio, visual and written

3. communicating for a range of purposes, 
e.g. argument, debate, analysis, formal 
presentation, exploration and consideration of 
ideas in literature and the media 

4. speaking and listening individually, in pairs, in
groups and as members of a class

5. using a variety of methods to present 
ideas, including ICT, e.g. drama 
approaches, discussion and debate

6. presenting, talking and performing for a 
variety of audiences

7. increasing their confidence in language 
use by drawing on their knowledge of 
English, Welsh and other languages

8. engaging in activities that focus on words, 
their derivation, meanings, choice and 
impact.

Range

16 English

Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. listen and view attentively, responding to a 
wide range of communication

2. identify key points and follow up ideas 
through probing question and 
comment in order to inform and moderate 
opinions, ideas and judgements and to learn 
through talk

3. communicate clearly and confidently, 
expressing reasoned opinions, adapting talk 
to audience and purpose, using appropriate 
gesture, intonation and register in order to 
engage the listener

4. extend their understanding of the 
social conventions of conversation 
and discussion

5. develop their ability to organise and extend 
their talk using an increasing range of 
sentence structures and precise and effective 
vocabulary, including terminology that allows 
them to discuss their work

6. extend their understanding of the use of 
standard English and their ability to recognise
and use formal and informal language 
appropriately

7. evaluate their own and others’ talk and 
drama activities, extending their 
understanding of how to improve, 
considering how speakers adapt their 
vocabulary, tone, pace and style to suit a 
range of situations.

Skills

Oracy
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Pupils should be given opportunities to
develop their reading/viewing skills through:

1. becoming enthusiastic and reflective readers

2. reading individually and collaboratively

3. experiencing and responding to a wide range 
of texts that include:
• information, reference and other 

non-literary texts including print, 
media, moving image and 
computer-based materials

• traditional and contemporary poetry and 
prose

• drama, including Shakespeare
• texts with a Welsh dimension and 

texts from other cultures

4. reading/viewing extracts and complete 
texts:
• that extend pupils’ intellectual, 

moral and emotional understanding
• with a diverse range of structures, 

forms, purposes, audiences and 
presentational devices

• that show quality and variety in language 
use

• that reflect the diversity of society in the 
twenty-first century 

• that reflect individual pupils’ personal 
choice of reading matter.

Range

17English

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. consolidate phonic, graphic and grammatical 
knowledge, word recognition and contextual 
understanding within a balanced and 
coherent programme

2. develop their ability to read with fluency, 
accuracy, understanding and enjoyment

3. read in different ways for different purposes, 
including:
• skimming, scanning and detailed reading
• using prediction, inference and deduction

to gain meaning and enhance 
understanding of texts

• distinguishing between fact and opinion, 
bias and objectivity and the consideration
of alternative interpretations

4. recognise and understand the characteristic 
features of different genres in terms of 
language, structure and presentation

5. consider what they read/view, responding 
orally and in writing to the ideas, vocabulary, 
style, presentation and organisation of image 
and language and be able to select evidence 
from text to support their views

6a. use a range of appropriate 
information-retrieval strategies, 
including ICT, e.g. the alphabet, indexes 
and catalogues

6b. retrieve, collate and synthesise information 
and ideas from a range of sources 
including printed, visual, audio, media, 
ICT and drama in performance

7. use the knowledge gained from reading to 
develop their understanding of the structure, 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation of 
English, and of how these clarify meaning

8. consider how texts change when they are 
adapted for different media and audiences.

Skills

Reading
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Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Pupils should be given opportunities to
communicate in writing to:

1. use the characteristic features of literary and 
non-literary texts in their own writing, 
adapting their style to suit the audience and 
purpose

2. use the range of sentence structures effectively 
to enhance the fluency and coherence of their 
writing and develop their ability to use 
paragraphs effectively

3. use the full range of punctuation in order to 
clarify meaning and create effect

4. choose and use a wide range of vocabulary 
with increasing precision

5. use the standard forms of English: nouns, 
pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, 
connectives and verb tenses

6. extend their range of strategies to enable them
to spell correctly

7. use appropriate vocabulary and terminology 
to consider and evaluate their own work and 
that of others

8. draft, edit and improve their work, 
using ICT as appropriate to:
• plan
• draft
• revise
• proof-read
• prepare a final copy

9. present their writing appropriately:
• using legible handwriting with fluency and, 

when required, speed
• using appropriate features of 

layout and presentation, including 
ICT.

Skills

Writing

Pupils should be given opportunities to
improve and extend their skills in writing
through:

1. writing for a range of purposes, e.g. engage, 
empathise, create effects, analyse, persuade, 
explore ideas and opinions in literature and the 
media

2. writing for a range of real or imagined 
audiences

3. writing in a range of forms 

4. writing in response to a wide range of visual, 
audio and written stimuli. 

Range

18 English
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