Knowledge and Understanding of the World

To experience the familiar world through
investigating the indoor and outdoor
environment, children should be encouraged
to be curious and find out by:

exploring and experimenting

thinking about questions and then asking them
and listening to the answers

listening to others’ ideas

identifying what they want to find out and how
todo it

thinking about what might happen if...
becoming aware of human achievements and
the ‘big ideas’ that have shaped the world

Throughout the Foundation Phase children
should be given opportunities to:

explore a wide range of stimuli

engage with resources from a variety of
contexts including interactive forms
investigate indoor and outdoor learning
environments, as well as including natural
conditions as they arise

participate in different types of play and a
range of planned activities, including those
that are child initiated and those that build on
previous experiences

work on their own and in pairs and small
groups.

Places and people

Children should be given opportunities to:
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learn about where their locality is

learn about distance and how to follow
directions and routes

use and make simple maps, to find where
places are and how places relate to other
places

identify natural features, e.qg. rivers, hills,
beaches, and the human features, e.g.
buildings, roads, bridges, of their own locality
begin to recognise differences between their
own locality, localities in other parts of Wales
and in different parts of the world

investigating sources and issues

thinking about how they will know if something
has worked

making observations and measurements and
keeping records

making comparisons and identifying similarities
and differences

sorting and grouping information using ICT on
some 0ccasions

seeing links between cause and effect

making links within the different elements of
Knowledge and Understanding of the World
thinking creatively and imaginatively

learn about how and why people and places
are linked, e.g. where they work and where
they go on holiday, where family and friends
live

use atlases and globes

investigate how places change, e.qg. the
weather, the seasons, buildings, people’s jobs
recognise how people’s actions can improve or
damage the environment.

Time and people

Children should be given opportunities to:

seguence events, routines and changes, e.g. in
a journey to school, in a story

measure time, using simple measuring devices,
clocks, watches and calendars

recognise the changes caused by time, e.g. to
themselves and to people and places familiar
to them

recognise that there are reasons for, and
consequences of, some actions

begin to identify differences between ways of
life at different times, e.qg. by comparing a
familiar place at different times in the past

use a range of historical sources, including
artefacts and buildings, adults recalling their
own past, and visual sources

look at different representations and
interpretations of the past, e.q. different
books/pictures/ICT sources about the same
person or event.



communicating observations and measurements
recognising simple patterns in their findings
describing what they have found out and
offering simple explanations

expressing their own opinions and feelings, and
making decisions while considering the
viewpoints of others

using and becoming familiar with common
words and phrases for their world

reflecting on and evaluating their own and
others’ work.

Myself and other living things

Children should be given opportunities to:

learn the names and uses of the main external
parts of the human body and plants

observe differences between animals and
plants, different animals, and different plants
in order to group them

identify the similarities and differences
between themselves and other children

learn about the senses that humans and other
animals have and use to enable them to be
aware of the world around them

identify some animals and plants that live in
the outdoor environment

identify the effects the different seasons have
on some animals and plants.

Myself and non-living things

Children should be given opportunities to:

e experiment with different everyday objects and

use their senses to sort them into groups
according to simple features

experiment with different everyday materials
and use their senses to sort them into groups
according to simple properties

develop an awareness of, and be able to
distinguish between, made and natural
materials

understand how some everyday materials
change in shape when stretched, squashed,
bent and twisted, and when heated or cooled
understand that light comes from a variety of
sources, such as the Sun, and that darkness is
the absence of light

understand that there are many kinds and
sources of sound, that sounds travel away
from sources and that they are heard when
they enter the ear.
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