
In art and design, pupils at Key Stage 3
should develop their understanding and
investigating skills in order to enrich and
inform their making.

Understanding

Pupils should be stimulated and inspired, where
appropriate, by: 

• other artists, craftworkers and designers
• the work of their peers
• methods and processes
• media 
• ideas
• styles
• local and Welsh art, craft and design 
• images and artefacts from a variety 

of historical and contemporary 
cultures and contexts. 

They should, where appropriate, develop their
understanding through:

• books
• videos
• digital-based resources
• the internet
• galleries
• practising artist, craftworkers and 

designers
• other resources. 

Investigating 

Pupils should investigate: 
• the properties of materials and processes
• natural objects and environments
• made objects and environments
• imagined objects and environments.

They should, where appropriate, apply to their
own work relevant findings collected from: 

• books
• videos

Range

Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Understanding, Investigating and Making
should be regarded as integrated activities. 

Understanding

Pupils should be given the opportunities to:

1. use their knowledge about the work of 
other artists, craftworkers and 
designers to enrich and inform their 
work through:

• analysis
• comparison
• evaluation 
e.g. collect information about an artist from 
the internet, library, galleries or interviews 
and use the information to influence 
their own work   

2. explore the diverse working practices of 
artists, craftworkers and designers from 
different: 

• periods
• places
• cultures

considering their purpose and intentions

3.  evaluate their work, methods and results of 
their investigation, modifying and refining 
their work through:

• discussion
• reading
• writing
• reflection.

Investigating

Pupils should be given the opportunities to:

1. develop specific skills for recording 
from: 

• observation
• experience
• memory  
• imagination  
develop specific skills for investigating:
• the natural environment
•  the made environment
•  the world of imagination
using a variety of media

Skills
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2. explore and organise a:
• range of reference materials
• range of resources
to establish and develop ideas or themes

3. keep a sketchbook to address different 
aspects of investigating to: 
• develop ideas and feelings
• explore themes
• explore and experiment with materials and 

processes
• initiate and support independent work
e.g. after investigating organic forms, 
develop ideas for sculptural forms to adorn 
the body.

Making

Pupils should be given the opportunities to:

1. explore, experiment with and apply the 
visual, tactile and sensory language of art, 
craft and design  

2. design and make images and artefacts using 
a variety of materials, processes and ideas

3. experience a wide range of techniques 
and media to: 
• realise their ideas
• express their feelings
• communicate meaning
e.g. produce a piece of site-specific sculpture 
for a multi-sensory garden.

• digital-based resources
• the internet
• galleries
• practising artists, craftworkers and 

designers
• their own practical experimentations 

and recordings
• other resources

and from a variety of contexts including:
• local and Welsh examples
• different cultures and periods.

Their investigations and information collected
should enrich and inform their own work.

Making

Pupils should design and make both
imaginatively and expressively:

• objects
• artefacts
• images.

They should use a variety of:
• tools and equipment
• materials, e.g. paints, pencils, crayons, 

pastels, charcoal, inks, resistant materials,
clays, sustainable materials, textiles,  
digital-based media, etc.

• processes, e.g. drawing, painting, printing, 
multimedia, craft processes, 
three-dimensional processes, digital-based 
processes, etc.

They should have opportunities to work as:
• individuals
• group members.

They should work in different contexts such as:
• galleries
• art room
• outdoors
• the home.

Pupils should be taught to consider the hazards
and the risks in their art and design activities. They
should be able to follow instructions to minimise
risks to themselves and others.
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