
Pupils develop their geographical skills,
knowledge and understanding through
learning about places, environments and
issues at a range of scales in selected
locations within Wales, the European Union
and the wider world.

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

• study
– the town and country: the variations and 

changes in quality of life in rural and/or  
urban environments

– the physical world: the processes and
landforms of coasts or rivers

– people and the planet: population patterns,
change and movement  

– people as consumers: the impacts on 
and changes in economic activity 

– the rich and poor world: economic 
development in different 
locations/countries

– the hazardous world: global distribution, 
causes, and impacts of extreme tectonic 
and other hazardous events

– threatened environments: 
characteristics of, and possibilities for,
their sustainable development  

– tomorrow’s citizens: issues in Wales 
and the wider world of living 
sustainably and the responsibilities 
of being a global citizen

Range
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Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Locating places, environments and
patterns

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. locate places and environments using 
globes, atlases, maps and plans,
e.g. use six-figure grid references, OS 
1:25,000 and 1:50,000 maps, and 
internet/satellite imagery 

2. use maps, plans and imagery of 
different types and scales and ICT to 
interpret and present locational 
information, e.g. use relief maps, satellite 
images, GIS, draw sketch maps

3. explain the spatial patterns of features, places
and environments at different scales and how
they are interconnected, e.g. local traffic 
flows, global population density. 

Understanding places, environments
and processes 

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. describe and explain physical and human 
features, e.g. the features of a river,
characteristics of economic activity

2. explain the causes and effects of physical and
human processes and how the processes 
interrelate, e.g. causes and consequences of 
tectonic activity, impacts of migration in 
Europe 

3. explain how and why places and 
environments change and identify trends and 
future implications, e.g. population increase, 
climate change, globalisation. 

Skills
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• carry out 
– at least one group investigation and one 

independent investigation into a 
geographical question or issue

– investigations into ‘geography in the 
news’, topical events and issues in 
the locality and the wider world 

– fieldwork to observe and investigate 
real places and processes

• ask and answer the questions 

– what are the features, the processes and 
patterns of this place/environment and why 
do they occur?

– how and why is this place/environment 
changing? What might happen next, in the 
short/long term and why?

– how and why is this place/environment/ 
feature connected to and interdependent 
with other places/environment/features? 

– how do environments and people interact?

– how can changes be sustainable and 
why is it important for this 
place/environment?

– what are the geographical issues for 
people living in this location? How 
and why do people’s views on issues 
differ and what do I think?

– how can my actions and those of 
other people make a difference 
locally, nationally and globally?

Investigating 

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. identify and establish sequences of questions 
for investigation, e.g. What are the 
processes? How can people manage these 
processes? What are the issues? What 
decision would I make?

2. observe, measure, extract and record 
data through carrying out practical 
investigations and fieldwork and using 
a variety of secondary sources, e.g. carry out 
land use mapping, use GIS  

3. analyse and evaluate ideas and evidence, 
answer questions and justify conclusions,
e.g. analyse trends over time, evaluate causes
and effects.

Communicating

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. develop opinions and understand that 
people have different values, attitudes 
and points of view on geographical issues,
e.g. about buying local or global produce

2. assess bias and reliability of geographical
evidence to weigh arguments, make 
decisions and solve problems, e.g. 
about a proposed route for a new bypass

3. communicate findings, ideas and 
information using geographical 
terminology, maps, visual images, a 
range of graphical techniques and ICT, 
e.g. use extended terminology, 
construct graphs, conduct a debate, 
produce a PowerPoint presentation.
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