
Pupils should be given opportunities to
develop their historical skills and to build on
their knowledge and understanding of
the characteristics of daily life in the
past by focusing on political, economic,
social, religious and cultural history in
the following contexts.

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

• explore and interpret the following 
historical contexts in chronological order
• how the coming of the Normans affected 

Wales and Britain between 1000 and 1500

• the change and conflict in Wales and 
Britain between 1500 and 1760

• the changes that happened in Wales, 
Britain and the wider world between 1760 
and 1914 and people’s reactions to them

• how some twentieth century individuals 
and events have shaped our world today

• carry out 
• investigations into historical issues on a 

range of scales, from the local to the 
international

Range

14

Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Chronological awareness

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. use a range of chronological frameworks

2. explain links between people, events and 
changes within and across the periods 
studied

3. use specialist vocabulary to describe 
historical periods and the passage of time.

Historical knowledge and
understanding

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. recognise the characteristic features of 
the periods, situations and societies 
studied and the diversity of experience 
within each one

2. describe, analyse and explain patterns and 
relationships, e.g. the causes and 
consequences of the historical events, 
situations and changes studied

3. evaluate the significance of the main 
events, people and changes studied.

Interpretations of history

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. consider differing views and 
representations of some historical 
events, people and changes, and 
understand how and why they have been 
interpreted in these ways

2. apply their historical knowledge to analyse 
and evaluate interpretations

3. identify and begin to assess why some 
historical interpretations are more valid than 
others.

Skills

History
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• ask and answer the questions 
• what historical knowledge do you have 

about this period; how did you gain it and 
what else would you like to know?

• what were the key changes in this period; 
what impact did these changes have on 
your locality, Wales, Britain and, where 
relevant, the world?

• what are the different opinions about this 
period? Why are there these differences? 
Which do you consider most valid?

• what important links can you see within 
this period and across other periods you 
have studied?

• what significance does this period of 
history have for our world today? 

15History

Historical enquiry

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. ask and answer significant questions

2. identify strategies for historical enquiry 

3. independently use a range of historical 
sources in their historical context, including 
documents, artefacts, visual sources, 
buildings and sites, music and oral 
accounts, statistical and numerical 
data, interpretations and 
representations, and a variety of ICT 
sources

4. select and summarise information accurately 
from sources

5. record and evaluate the information 
acquired, reaching reasoned conclusions.

Organisation and communication

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. select, recall and organise historical 
information with increasing independence 
and accuracy

2. begin to organise ideas and arguments to 
help them to understand the historical issues 
and developments studied

3. use the necessary vocabulary to 
communicate findings, ideas and opinions 
with increasing independence in a 
variety of ways, including extended 
writing, graphs, charts, diagrams, 
visual and oral presentations and a 
range of ICT.
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