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Annex 4: The coded LNF

Introduction

This annex contains all of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF). The text is 
exactly the same as the wording in the Welsh Government’s published Literacy and 
Numeracy Framework.

However, both the literacy and numeracy components of the framework have been 
coded. The coding has two uses.

•  To provide a short-hand way of talking about particular expectation statements, 
or recording them on databases.

• To allow teachers to follow progression pathways through the LNF.

How the coding works
The coding has three parts. The first character identifies the year of the expectation, 
the second character relates to the strand, the third to the strand and aspect (in 
the case of literacy) or strand and element (in the case of numeracy) and the final 
character, a number, identifies the progression pathway. For example:

R.WM1 refers to Reception/Writing across the curriculum:  
Meaning, purposes, readers/Pathway 1

Literacy – Writing across the  
curriculum Foundation Phase Reception

Elements Aspects Code Learners are able to:

Organising 
ideas and 
information

Meaning, 
purposes, 
readers

R.WM1 compose and dictate a sentence 
describing events, experiences 
and pictures to communicate 
meaning
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Guide for schools: Part 2:

3.N8 refers to Year 3/Using number skills: Fractions, decimals, percentages and 
ratio/Pathway 8

Elements Aspects Code Learners are able to:

Using number 
skills

Fractions, 
decimals, 
percentages 
and ratio

3.N8 use halves and quarters

3.N8a halve 2-digit numbers in the 
context of number, money and 
measure

3.N8b find fractional quantities linked to 
known multiplication facts, e.g. 1⁄3 
of 18, 1⁄5 of 15.

Within the coding, where letters a, b, c, etc., are used, they are expectation 
statements that are all part of one progression pathway. This coding is used when 
the expectation statements are only separated for a year or two: later they combine 
into one skill-related expectation statement.

7.N13 multiply and divide 3-digit by 
2-digit whole numbers, extending 
to multiplying and dividing 
decimals with 1 or 2 places by 
single-digit whole numbers

7.N13a multiply and divide whole numbers 
by 0.5, 0.2, 0.1

How the coded LNF components are organised
In the case of both the literacy and numeracy components of the LNF:

•  Each of the literacy strands (oracy, reading and writing across the curriculum) 
is displayed separately in the sequence Routes (coloured green), Foundation 
Phase (bright blue), Key Stage 2 (mauve), Key Stage 3 (steel blue), ending with the 
Extension expectation statements (green) in the same way as in the LNF. 

•  Each of the literacy strands is followed by the pages containing the related 
Progression Pathway (yellow). 

•  Each of the numeracy strands (developing numerical reasoning, using number 
skills, using measuring skills and using data skills) is displayed on the same page, 
in parallel, in the sequence Routes (coloured green), Foundation Phase (bright 
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blue), Key Stage 2 (mauve), Key Stage 3 (steel blue), ending with the Extension 
expectation statements (green) in the same way as in the LNF. 

•  The final numeracy pages, coloured yellow, contain the Progression Pathways for 
the strands (yellow). 

•  In the Progression Pathways, the expectation statements are organised so that 
they show progression in learners’ skills. For example, the Pathway below shows 
the development of learners’ reading comprehension from Reception through to 
Year 2:

R. RC2 retell familiar 
stories in a 
simple way

1. RC2 retell events 
from a narrative 
in the right 
order

2. RC2 recall and retell 
narratives and 
information 
from texts with 
some details

The pathway below shows the development of learners’ number skills from Years 7 
to 9:

7.N14 use the order of 
operations.

8.N14 use the order 
of operations 
including 
brackets.

9.N14 use the order 
of operations 
including 
brackets and 
powers.

The aim is to help specialist and non-specialist teachers to plan for and assess 
progression (i.e. assessment for learning) since it shows the previous and next steps 
in the expectation statements.

When a progression pathway begins after Reception, the preceding cells that would 
contain expectation statements are left blank. The same is true where an expectation 
statement is subsumed into a higher-level skill.
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