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8. Strategies for New EAL Learners 
The most important strategy to use initially with your refugee pupils will 
be the use of visuals. There are a variety of visual strategies to use and 
can be found on the EAL Nexus website from the British Council. 
 
https://eal.britishcouncil.org/teachers/great-ideas-visuals  
 
It is vital to think of what visual can be utilised to help the pupil 
understand the topic of your lesson or the main key words. 
Google images are a quick way to produce an image on the whiteboard 
during the lesson to help pupils feel included. Remember not to panic at 
the early stages and remember that your new pupil may well be feeling 
overwhelmed by the whole experience. 
 
The main visuals to use initially will be: 
 
 

Graphic organisers  
These provide pupils an opportunity to access 
curriculum content and support the development 
of academic language. Pupils can organise their 
thinking, before going on to express their thoughts in 

(Collaborativelearning.org.uk) English. 
 
Graphic organisers enable pupils to acquire vocabulary in 
context, so they are excellent for enabling teachers to keep the 
cognitive challenge of a task high while keeping the language 
accessible.   
Graphic organisers support all learners. They enable learners to focus 
and be involved in whole class learning. They help learners with 
language and content in different subjects and they support learners’ 

conceptual development. 
 
 

https://eal.britishcouncil.org/teachers/great-ideas-visuals


64 

©WLGA Strategic Migration Partnership (WSMP) 

 
 
 

Visual Cues 
A text such as ‘Coraline’ will seem daunting for a teacher to try and 
explain to an EAL pupil but a simple story board will allow the pupil to 
access some parts of the text at the appropriate level of language 
acquisition.                                                       
 
 
 

Highlighting Key Words 
Highlighting key words/phrases in a text for pupils to translate 
independently or with the aid of a Bilingual teaching assistant can help 
pupils’ access class work. Pupils can start to build up a bank of key 
words to refer to during lessons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(See Resources section) 
 
 

 
 

http://www.newportlearn.net/inclusion/login/index.php
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Key Words 
Below is an example of a grid that can be adapted for any new key word 
and can be done at some level by all EAL learners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Collaborativelearning.org.uk) 

 

Substitution Tables 
 
A substitution table allows 
a teacher provides a table 
giving model sentences 
with a range of choices for 
learners to select from,  
using a set pattern. 

(Collaborativelearning.org.uk) 

It is a very useful ‘scaffolding’ resource which extends the speaking or 
writing skills of EAL learners and can be used as a reinforcement of 
newly acquired language. Substitution tables provide models for learners 
to practise target language and support the development of specific 
grammatical features within the context of the curriculum. They are 
motivating and generate a sense of achievement when completed. 
Substitution tables can be used to support talk and provide a scaffold 
which enables learners to speak or write in grammatically correct 
sentences. They are often used to provide an opportunity for 
independent work for learners who are new to English. However, they 
can also be used by pairs or groups where they can encourage learners 
to develop and extend speaking and listening skills within the context of 
a curriculum topic and provide an opportunity for meaningful 
communication.  
(EAL Nexus) 
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Transliteration 
Transliteration gives the word from a different language in letters that 
you can understand so as to be able to pronounce it. (See Arabic 5 
W’s example in Resources.) Utilise Arabic speakers to transliterate 
Arabic key words and phrases. This gives teachers a way to say simple 
Arabic words or phrases correctly to pupils.  
 
This is an example below: 
 
 

 
 (GEMS) 
 

Some Useful ‘Apps’ 
I-pads can prove invaluable in the early days of helping new 
pupils to settle into school. There are a multitude of good apps that 
provide good sources of visuals as well as allowing the pupils to have 
access to English learning games. 
Having computer keyboards in home language can also be a 
help to students who may be adjusting to the English alphabet. 
There are a variety of translation tools available such as EMAS UK or 
Google Translate. Google translate is not particularly accurate for 
lengthy Arabic translations but may be ok for single words.  
 

Learn English School 
The app works by simply translating basic vocabulary and 
phrases to a chosen language. The application covers 13 
different everyday vocabulary topics with audio 

 
 

Sentence Reading Magic  
A simple, clear, and visually appealing app designed to help 
those reading and writing at the word level and would to like 
to build sentence fluency and narration 
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Sentence Builder 
Sentence Builder is designed to help children learn how to 
build grammatically correct sentences. 
 
 
Bitsboard 
A great app to build vocabulary of new to English pupils using 
visual boards, word building, memory games, crosswords, 

sequencing and much more. 
 

 
Story Creator 
A wonderful app to get pupils creating, illustrating and 
recording their own stories. 

 
Clicker SentencesClicker Sentences is an app that supports 
sentence construction and can be used to build tailored 
resources for specific lessons. (£19:99) 
 

Some Useful EAL websites 
 
Bracknell Forest 
Useful for mainstream staff working with new EAL learners in mainly 
monolingual areas. Straightforward guidance for primary and secondary 
and a useful collation of resources. Useful booklets for new arrivals. 
 
City of Edinburgh 
The City of Edinburgh EAL Service contains many useful documents and 
ideas including extensive translated resources such as key words and 
leaflets for parents. There are many secondary resources and 
information for parents. (www.aslserviceedinburgh.com) 
 

EMTAS 4 Success  
www.emas4success.org 
EMTAS 4 Success is a website developed through a partnership between 
South Gloucestershire, Bath and North East Somerset, North Somerset 
and Bristol. It contains useful policy and project information, guidance 
and downloadable teaching and learning resources produced by the 
services, including a number for new to English pupils  

http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/abc-puzzles-school-edition
http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/abc-puzzles-school-edition
http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/letter-workbook-school-edition
http://www.educationalappstore.com/app/letter-workbook-school-edition
http://www.bfinclusion.org.uk/
http://www.ealedinburgh.org.uk/
http://public.merlin.swgfl.org.uk/establishments/803/QandS/emtas/default.aspx
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Lancashire County Council 
www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/projects/ema  
A wonderful site that has many good visual aids for new to English 
pupils to help navigate new vocabulary. 
 
Hampshire  
Site includes information on Young Interpreters scheme and useful 
documents and resources. 
 
www.collaborativelearning.org  
Links to a range of collaborative activities that help develop the 
communication of EAL learners through meaningful interaction. 
 
www.twinkl.co.uk  
A great range of visual resources and bilingual resources to help new to 
English pupils. You will need to subscribe to access the full range of 
bilingual resources in Arabic. 
 
www.sparklebox.co.uk  
Lots of visual resources to help pupils in their early days at school. 
 
 

http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/ema/
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/

