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Gareth Bale: The Welsh Wizard 
Have you ever dreamed of flying up the wing in front of 80,000 people, surrounded by other superstars? Gareth Bale has fulfilled this dream and is a Welsh professional footballer who plays as a winger for Spanish club Real Madrid and the Wales national team. Renowned for his ball striking from distance, dipping thunder bolts, and his ability to glide past defenders with pace, Bale has been described as a footballer with "tremendous speed, great crossing ability, a great left foot and exceptional physical qualities".

Bale was born in Cardiff, Wales, on 16th July 1989 to parents Frank and Debbie. He attended Eglwys Newydd Primary School in Whitchurch. He is the nephew of former Cardiff City footballer Chris Pike. It was while at this school he first came to the attention of Southampton at age nine, when he was playing in a six-a-side tournament with his first club, Cardiff Civil Service Football Club. Growing up, his football hero was fellow Welshman and Manchester United player Ryan Giggs.

He began his professional career at Southampton, playing at left-back. Bale moved to Tottenham Hotspur in 2007, for a £7 million fee. Bale became an important part of the team, rising to international attention during the 2010–11 UEFA Champions League. He has been winning awards for his amazing play ever since then.

In 2013, Bale was transferred to Real Madrid for nearly €100million. Making his transfer the most expensive ever.  Bale helped Real Madrid win the Copa del Rey and the UEFA Champions League, scoring in both finals. The following season he won the UEFA Super Cup and scored in a third major final to help the club win the FIFA Club World Cup.

Bale made his senior international debut for Wales in May 2006, becoming the youngest player at that point to represent the nation. He has over 50 caps and has scored 19 international goals, making him Wales' joint fifth-highest scorer of all time. He was the top goal scorer for Wales in their successful qualifying campaign for UEFA Euro 2016, scoring seven goals.




Today, Gareth Bale encourages young people—especially men and boys—to play football. His life example teaches us to follow our dreams, no matter how great they might seem.  Wales have not reached a major tournament since 1958, and many people believe Bale has been the inspiration for Wales’ achievements in recent times.	
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