
Performing

The repertoire for performing should be taken
from the past and present. This repertoire should
include music from the European ‘classical’
tradition, folk and popular music, the
music of Wales, other musical traditions
and cultures, and music that evolves during the
twenty-first century. It should extend pupils’
musical experience, be progressively more
demanding and take account of pupils’ needs,
interests, backgrounds and stages of musical
development. 

The repertoire for singing should include unison
and part songs, and be appropriate for pupils’
vocal range.

Each pupil should gain experience of playing a
wide range of instruments.

Range

14 Music

Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Performing

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. sing with increasingly sophisticated technique
and with control of subtle changes within the
musical elements

2. play instruments, with increasingly
sophisticated technique and with control of
subtle changes within the musical elements

3. practise and evaluate their performing in
order to improve

during which they should:

4. maintain a part as a member of a group in a
part song and/or sing a short solo part

5. maintain an individual instrumental part in a
group piece and/or play a short solo part

6. imitate, memorise, internalise and recall
increasingly complex sections of music and
perform by ear

7. develop ensemble skills and communicate
with other performers

8. rehearse and direct others and respond to a
conductor

9. plan and make decisions about which music
to perform and how to perform it

10. realise music using ICT and music
technology.

Skills

Pupils should perform, compose and appraise music focusing their listening (in all musical
activities) on the musical elements (pitch, duration, pace, timbre, texture, dynamics,
structure and silence). Music activities at Key Stage 3 should enable pupils to make links
between their performing, composing and appraising activities, and work as a class, in a
smaller group and as individuals. 
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Composing 

Composing activities should involve the use of a
wide variety of vocal, instrumental and electronic
sound sources. The activities should be based on
a wide range of stimuli, include individual and
group work, and incorporate vocal and
instrumental improvisation.

Appraising

The repertoire for listening should 
include live and recorded music, including 
pupils’ own compositions and performances and
the music of others, of varied genres and styles,
from different periods and cultures, composed
for different media and for various purposes. It
should link with and extend pupils’ musical
experience and include examples taken from the
European ‘classical’ tradition from its earliest
roots to the present day, folk and popular
music, the music of Wales, and other
musical traditions and cultures, including
those that evolve during the twenty-first century.

Composing 

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. improvise, compose and arrange music

during which they should:

2. explore, use, create, select, combine and
organise sounds for a musical purpose

3. develop and refine musical ideas, and
evaluate their work in order to improve it

4. communicate ideas and emotions through
music

5. compose using ICT and music
technology.

Appraising

Pupils should be given opportunities to:

1. listen to and appraise music with perception
and attention to detail

during which they should:

2. discriminate within the musical elements

3. recognise and describe distinctive musical
characteristics

4. analyse music aurally, discussing, evaluating
and making connections between their own
and others’ work.
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