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Key Stage 3 Programme of Study

Modern foreign languages

Intercultural understanding

To increase their understanding and
appreciation of their own and other cultures,
pupils should have opportunities to:

1. celebrate, compare and appreciate 
differences and similarities between their 
own culture and community and that of the 
target language

2. develop sensitivity towards different 
peoples, their customs, values and 
perspectives

3. interact with native speakers and 
learners of the target language who 
have a recent and active experience of 
the language, e.g. visits, exchanges, partner 
schools, foreign language assistants, 
language students, texting, e-mail, video 
conferencing

4. access authentic materials, e.g. film, DVD, 
TV, drama, radio, magazines, adverts, 
internet, books, realia, songs, newspapers, 
literature

5. appreciate the importance of 
languages in the global society of the 
twenty-first century and for the world 
of work

6. develop their awareness of current 
events, news, people and issues in 
relation to the countries and communities 
of the target language.

Language learning strategies

To support learning a new language and to
become independent language learners,
pupils should have opportunities to:

1. take risks and experiment with language

2. acquire techniques for memorising and 
recording words, phrases and structures

3. practise new language in and outside the 
classroom

4. identify patterns in language, formulate 
rules and test their findings

5. increase their confidence in language 
use and triple literacy skills by building
on skills already acquired through their 
learning of English and Welsh

6. make comparisons with English, 
Welsh and other languages, 
exploring similarities and differences in 
vocabulary and structure

7. use and apply positive techniques for self 
and peer evaluation to encourage progress 
and confidence in using the language

8. discuss their language learning

9. analyse what they need to know in order to 
carry out a task.

Pupils should have the opportunity to develop the skills of oracy, reading and writing
through the range of activities and experiences listed below. 
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15Modern foreign languages

Activities and contexts

Pupils should have opportunities to develop
their language skills through:

1. using language in a variety of relevant, 
engaging and up-to-date contexts that may 
be related to other areas of the curriculum

2. language games and solving puzzles, 
using ICT as appropriate

3. working in pairs and groups to take part in 
face to face dialogues, conversations and 
discussions

4. responding to and joining in songs, rhymes, 
story-telling activities and drama, interviews 
and other spoken language

5. responding to a range of texts, 
including stories, poems, literature, 
non-fiction, and using the internet

6. producing factual, descriptive and narrative 
texts as well as personal information/letters, 
diaries and creative pieces

7. reading, viewing and listening to 
integrated sources including 
video/DVD, audio, internet, CD-ROM 
for personal interest and pleasure as well as 
for information

8. using language creatively, independently and
for real purposes

9. activities in which they use two or more 
skills in combination.
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