
Navigating the Curriculum 
for Wales framework

The four purposes
The four purposes are the starting point and 
aspiration for schools’ curriculum design. They 
should guide a school’s vision and process of 
curriculum and assessment design.

Creating a vision for curriculum 
design
As you develop your curriculum and assessment 
arrangements, these sections set out the 
considerations for curriculum design across all parts 
of your curriculum.

Areas of learning and experience
The curriculum organises subjects in Areas. These 
promote continuity and progression in learning while 
maintaining disciplinary learning. Each Area contains 
statements of what matters, principles of progression, 
descriptions of learning, and a designing your 
curriculum section.

Cross-cutting themes
The cross-cutting themes in Curriculum for Wales 
should be embedded in learning across the 
curriculum. 

Integral skills
The four purposes are underpinned by integral skills 
which should be developed within a wide range of 
learning and teaching. At the heart of these skills is 
the importance of learners recognising, using and 
creating different types of value, including financial, 
cultural, social and learning value.

Cross-curricular skills
Literacy, numeracy and digital competence are 
mandatory cross-curricular skills within Curriculum for 
Wales. It will be the responsibility of all practitioners, 
across all Areas, to develop and ensure progression in 
these skills. 
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The journey to 
curriculum rollout

This provides a  
common set of 

expectations, supporting 
information and key 
questions to support 

schools and settings in 
the ongoing process of 

curriculum design.
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