
Misogyny,
hate speech and
toxic masculinity



What is hate speech?
“Every form of expression written or said (including text messages, 
images, music, videos, games, paintings, symbols, signs, other forms
of art), expressed and disseminated by an individual or group of people, 
through all forms of electronic digital communication such as media, 
websites, forums, blogs, social media platforms, emails, targeting an 
individual or group of people based on a core characteristic of them, 
in particular on their gender or gender identity, race or ethnic origin, 
sexual orientation, religious affiliation or belief, disability, with the 
intention to spread hate, harass, threaten and provoke directly or 
indirectly violence against the specific individuals or members of 
groups within the societies.”

Taken from the SELMA project

https://hackinghate.eu/toolkit/content/how-do-i-recognise-hate-speech/media-production/media-production/?from=themes


IN short:
“Any online content targeting someone’s core characteristics with 
the purpose of spreading hate, threatening or provoking violence 
against them.”

Misogyny:
feelings of hating women, or the belief that men are much better 
than women

Taken from the SELMA project

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/misogyny
https://hackinghate.eu/toolkit/content/how-do-i-recognise-hate-speech/media-production/media-production/?from=themes


Get back to
the kitchen.

Women shouldn’t be allowed to 
play sports or vote, it’s far too 
dangerous to leave in their hands. 

Should female footballers 
even be paid at all?

Women should not be 
involved in men’s football.

Is it Weight Watcher’s 

second team?

Who let Peppa Pig 
on the pitch?

It’s obvious she had other 
things on her mind like what 
Mary Berry cake to eat later.



https://vimeo.com/511206934/9ca2190d5c 

https://vimeo.com/511206934/9ca2190d5c
https://vimeo.com/511206934/9ca2190d5c 



Gender-based violence
The UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against 
Women states: “For the purposes of this Declaration, the term 
“violence against women” means any act of gender-based 
violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual 
or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats 
of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or in private life.”

This forms part of the Welsh Government’s National Strategy on 
Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/violenceagainstwomen.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/violenceagainstwomen.aspx
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2016-2021
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2016-2021


Girls 15–25 suffering harassment
by platform

Source: Free To Be Online?, Plan International
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https://plan-international.org/publications/freetobeonline


Percentage of girls and young women 
facing different types of harassment
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Source: Free To Be Online?, Plan International

Of the girls who have 

been harassed, 47% 
have been threatened 

with physical or 
sexual violence.
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Sources: Toxic Twitter, Amnesty International and BBC Sport survey, 2020

47% of UK women 
experienced misogyny/
sexism online.

A BBC Sport survey found 
that 30% of sportswomen 
said they had been trolled 
on social media – a figure 
that has doubled in the past 
five years.

Amnesty International’s online poll found that women have experienced a 
variety of abuse and harassment on social media platforms, including Twitter. 
Of the women polled who had experienced abuse or haassment on social media 
platforms - 29% of women in the USA said they had experienced threats of physical 
or sexual violence, with 27% experiencing such threats in the UK. Around half of 
the women polled who experienced abuse or harassment said that the abuse 
included sexist or misogynistic comments (53% in the USA and 47% in the UK).

Threats (direct or indirect) 
of physical or sexual 
violence against you

Sexist or misogynist 
comments directed at you

Generally abusive language or 
comments directed at you

The posting of intimate images of you 
online without your consent

The posting of your personal details 
online with the aim to cause you 

alarm or stress

27%

47%

69%
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7%
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the many forms of violence and abuse on twitter

UK STATISTICS



49% of girls and young women aged 11–21 say fear of abuse online 
makes them feel less free to share their views. 

50% of girls and young women aged 11–21 think sexism is worse 
online and many have experienced this themselves making them 
feel silenced. 

55% of girls and young women aged 11–21 feel safer sharing their 
views anonymously.

Source: Girlguiding, Girls’ Attitude Survey 2016 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/globalassets/docs-and-resources/research-and-campaigns/girls-attitudes-survey-2016.pdf


Why would a girl or young women hide their identity?

• Toxicity from others?
• Cautious about being dismissed as not important?
• Anxiety at others discovering gender and ridiculing them?
• Negative attitude towards them from others (men)?

Source: Girlguiding, Girls’ Attitude Survey 2016 



What might be the impact on someone 
being abused in this way?

Is it acceptable for women to be targeted 
in this way?

Do men receive the same level of abuse?



What is toxic masculinity?
• 1980s – Raewyn Connell – masculinity shaped by class, race,
culture, sexuality and more…

• Masculine ideals a problem when compared to unattainable
standards.

• 2005 – Kupers – ‘…male traits that serve to foster domination, the
devaluation of women, homophobia and violence’.

• Definition: ‘a cultural concept of manliness that glorifies stoicism,
strength, virility, and dominance, and that is socially maladaptive
or harmful to mental health’.

Sources: The Atlantic, Dictionary.com

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/02/toxic-masculinity-history/583411/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/toxic-masculinity


toxic masculinity?

https://youtu.be/B6uuIHpFkuo https://youtu.be/koPmuEyP3a0 
© 2019 – Disney/Pixar © 2019 – Gillette

https://youtu.be/B6uuIHpFkuo 

https://youtu.be/koPmuEyP3a0 

https://youtu.be/B6uuIHpFkuo 

https://youtu.be/koPmuEyP3a0 



What can you do if you see
this behaviour online?

• Block

• Report

• Speak to a trusted adult

• Hate reporting route – True Vision



Diolch




