Workshop 4: Next steps example evidence

Case study – James 

James is in Year 5 and has a diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). He is highly distractible. His teacher has recorded evidence of his speaking and listening skills, some of which are shown below. (A high level of adult support is needed to keep him on task to achieve the performance described.)
· James uses a few spoken words such as ‘hi’, ‘bye’, ‘mummy’ and ‘daddy’. 
· He will say ‘hi’ at the right time when his name is sung during the ‘Hello song’ (in circle time/registration) and will take the photo of each child in the class off a card and give it to them as he hears their name spoken or sung in random order.
· He responds appropriately to a wide range of words for objects and most actions.
· In mathematics, when asked ‘find me all the (e.g. sheep)’, he was able to find all the pictures of each animal – from among multiple pictures of pigs, cows, dogs, sheep and horses placed together.  
· He can sort colours but cannot consistently find objects of a named colour, nor consistently ‘give me the big/little one’ even when the objects referred to are very different in size.

· Within the classroom his PECS book (currently with 30 symbols) hangs on his coat peg, or goes home with him and to other locations around school.  He also takes it when the class go out of school – using it in the café to usually say he wants ‘cake’.
· During lunch, he uses the PECS book to ask for more of a specific item in his packed lunch box, e.g. ‘I want sandwich’ or ‘I want drink’. 
· He uses PECS to ask for his favoured activities, such as ‘gravel’ which he likes to run through his fingers or ‘water’ which he enjoys pouring from one vessel to another.  
· Without the PECS book, he looks at staff and points, or pulls an adult towards an item he wants, if he cannot reach it himself. 
· In music, he pointed to the instrument trolley. When a teaching assistant asked him ‘What do you want?’ he reached into his bag on the back of his chair, pulled out his PECS book and put ‘I want keyboard’ onto the strip. There was a keyboard on the bottom of the trolley and once he had it he was very happy.
· He now responds correctly to phrases such as ‘put John’s coat on the table’, ‘give your book to Amy’, ‘put Kay’s book in the drawer’.
· He attends, smiles and may point or gesture in response to number songs, anticipation songs, colour songs, etc. which are used throughout the school day in a wide range of subjects, but he loses interest unless they are performed quite exuberantly.
· In PE, he can point to/shake most parts of his body but confuses mouth, nose, eyes and ears. He can throw or kick the ball to a named person.
What does this evidence tell you about where James is on Oracy across the curriculum of the LNF?
